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sum transfer of unit locations.9 A C-27J unit 
will stand up in Meridian, Mississippi (re-
placing a KC-135 unit), in Region IV, which 
already has an abundance of ANG tactical 
airlift assets. The other announced C-27J 
beddown at Martin State Airport, Maryland, 
is in Region III, which already has two ANG 
C-130 units to support it. Against this back-
drop, thoughtful placement of the 14 cur-
rently unassigned C-27J aircraft can make a 
significant difference in airlift support for 
domestic emergencies.

Suggested options for basing the remain-
ing 14 C-27Js in the initial buy depend upon 
the sole criterion of ANG tactical airlift sup-
port to FEMA. Again, basing of the aircraft 
in the continental United States has little 
bearing on their overseas deployments.

Since the Army National Guard had al-
ready planned for C-27J beddowns, the 
ANG would be prudent to review those lo-
cations as well. However, the 12 previously 
proposed beddown locations for Army 

C-27Js continue the trend of overcapacity in 
some FEMA regions, particularly those lo-
cated east of the Mississippi River (fig. 3).10 
However, with 14 C-27Js currently un-
assigned to beddown locations, using some 
of the Army Guard’s proposed beddown lo-
cations makes sense for FEMA support. Two 
options come to mind.

The Air National Guard C-27J:  
The Way Ahead

One option would have the ANG bed 
down four C-27Js at each of the six previ-
ously identified ANG locations. The first 
eight aircraft would go to the 119th Wing at 
Hector International Airport in Fargo, 
North Dakota, and the 103rd Airlift Wing at 
Bradley International Airport in Windsor 
Locks, Connecticut. The unit at Fargo, 
which replaces the C-21 bridge unit there, 
would augment FEMA Region VIII, cur-

Figure 3. Proposed beddown of Army National Guard tactical aircraft by FEMA region (added to the 
existing laydown of ANG tactical airlift aircraft)
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